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Introduction 

 The term “morality” can be used either 

descriptively to refer to some codes of 

conduct put forward by a society or, some 

other group, such as a religion, or 

accepted by an individual for her own 

behavior or normatively to refer to a code 

of conduct that, given specified conditions, 

would be put forward by all rational 

persons.  



Morality in Public life 

Public morality refers to moral and 
ethical standards enforced in a 
society, by law or police work or 
social pressure, and applied to public 
life, to the content of the media, and 
to conduct in public places.  



Morality in Personal Life 
 The function of personal morality is to help each of us 

realise the meaning of our life in the world through being 
a person and living the personal life of a self in the world. 

 All persons can do and must input values just in the 
process of being persons. Meaning is an output value 
'pointed at' by input values. So persons realise a 
meaning from those values. That is why there are values 
in this and any other world containing persons.  

 And that is why what persons do in a world just is the 
whole and only meaning of that world. Because we do 
and must live by values, our lives do and must have 
meaning. And, because our personal morality just is the 
sum of our input values, the meaning of our lives just is a 
function of our personal morality in our personal 
circumstances.  



Indian View 

 The Bhagagvadgita 



INDIAN VALUE SYSTEM  

 From the very ancient times in India, 
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa have 
been considered as values, and formed its 
essential value system. These concepts, 
later considered, under the notion of 
Purusarthas, and various philosophical 
systems, placed them in their foremost 
inquiry. 



Purusarthas 
 The word 'purusartha' literally combined of two words 

'purusa' and 'artha', which is understood in two ways: 

1. 'Purusanam artha purusartha' means, 'what is the 
meaning of purusa that is purusartha' or that  after 
getting which, purusa achieves its real meaning. 

2. 'Purusaih arthyate iti purusartha' means, 'desired by 
purusa', therefore it is purusartha. With the above 
interpretation, variety of meanings get associated with 
the purusartha, which are found in Hindu Religio-
Philosophical texts.  

3. These range from, 'motivations of human activities, 
human ends, individual urges, human needs, desire to 
be satisfied or ingredients of experience conducive to 
human fulfillments. 



Personal & Social Use 

 In fact the ingredients of purusartha viz. dharma, 

artha, kama and moksa are conceived on the 

complex personality of man which seeks its 

fulfillment through four outlets or broad major 

areas, these are his social aims (dharma), his 

craving for power and material things (artha), 

sensuous and aesthetic enjoyment (kama) and 

his spiritual impulse (moksa).  



Niskama Karma 

 Gita is more concerned with the right approach to the 
performance of karma rather than running away from 
karma. The right approach cons ists of two important 
aspects: 
 
1. Sankalpa sanyasa or abdication of motives. 
2. Tyaga or offering of the results at the feet of God. 
 
This way of performing karma is known as 
niskamakarma or nivrittikarma. Gita declares that one 
should concern oneself with the duties to be performed 
but not with the results that may accrue. ‘Let not the 
result of thy activity be the motive of thy activity’ Gita 
retorts. Further in the long run it leads to cleansing of the 
heart but also spiritual growth and holistic development. 



Western View 

Founders 



Personal Life:Virtues 

 Virtue is moral excellence. A virtue is a 
trait or quality deemed to be morally 
excellent and thus is valued as a 
foundation of principle and good moral 
being. Personal virtues are characteristics 
valued as promoting individual and 
collective well being. The opposite of 
virtue is vice.  



Socrates and Plato 

 The four classic Western Cardinal virtues are: 

 temperance: (sōphrosynē)  

 prudence: (phronēsis)  

 fortitude: (andreia)  

 justice: (dikaiosynē)  

 This enumeration is traced to Greek philosophy and was 
listed at least by Plato, if not also by Socrates, from 
whom no attributable written works exist. Plato also 
mentions "Holiness". 

 It is likely that Plato believed that virtue was, in fact, a 
single thing, and that this enumeration was created by 
others in order to better define virtue. 



Aristotle’s Ethics 

 In the Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle defined a 
virtue as a balance point between a deficiency 
and an excess of a trait. The point of greatest 
virtue lies not in the exact middle, but at a 
golden mean sometimes closer to one extreme 
than the other. For example, courage is the 
mean between cowardice and foolhardiness, 
confidence the mean between self-deprecation 
and vanity, and generosity the mean between 
miserliness and extravagance.  



Golden Mean 

 It requires common-sense smarts, not 
necessarily extreme intelligence, to find this 
golden mean.  

 In Aristotle's sense, it is excellence at being 
human, a skill which helps a person survive, 
thrive, form meaningful relationships and find 
happiness. Learning virtue is usually difficult at 
first, but becomes easier with practice over time 
until it becomes a habit.  
 



UTILITARIANISM 

 Utilitarianism is an effort to provide an 
answer to the practical question What 
ought a man to do? Its answer is that he 
ought to act so as to produce the best 
consequences possible. 

 Utilitarianism began with the philosophies of 
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) and John Stuart 
Mill (1806-1873).  



Utilitarian Ethics 

 Utilitarian ethics as a guidance for 

government and personal action is based 

upon the maximization of the good:  by 

government for those within the society, 

and by individuals.  It is a code for public 

actions and of personal actions.  



 Utilitarian society goes not just to the issue of 
personal actions and social policy, but also to 
the very nature of society.  It was the understood 
question in Plato’s Republic:  How to build the 
ideal society?   

 Utilitarian theory is applied not just to the 
conditions of incarceration, but also to that of 
employment, goods and service, and the 
distribution of wealth.   

 Utilitarians is about maximizing the good.  And if 
an area such as administration of programs is 
found wanting, then positive change is required.  

Value of Utilitarianism 



Conclusion 
 As a conclusion we can say that Morality is a 

sense of behavioral conduct that differentiates 

intentions, decisions, and actions between those 

that are good (or right) and bad (or wrong). Here 

we have discussed both Indian and Western 

Views. 
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